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Abstract: Nest colonies of 4 species of birds, breeding mainly in Qinghai Lake. bar — headed goose (Anser indicus),
brown — headed gull ( Larus brunnicephalus) , great black — headed gull ( Larus ichthyaetus) and great cormorant ( Phalarcro-
coras carbo) , were surveyed from Aprill to August, 2007 and 2008. All nests were located on 4 islands and one byland. Egg
island, Lueci island, Sankuaishi island, Haixinshan island and Buhahe Delta, 10 nest colonies altogether. Average size of the
colony was 44. 8 +44. 2 hm’ and average number of nests was 1 002 +715. The most important factor influencing the colony se-
lection was isolation of the calony and colonies were located on open ground with sand and rock and density of nests of the bar —
headed geese was the highest. Main factors influencing their viability were lost of habitats and lack of food. Outbreak of avian
influenza became the new threat to their viability. Ecological restoration and reasonable exploitation in Qinghai Lake were essen-
tial in future conservation of these birds.
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