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Mammal specimen collection in China

WEI Fuwen®

( Institute of Zoology —Chinese Academy of Sciences

Beijing 100101

Abstract: China is rich in mammal diversity with 12 orders

years
catalogue of mammals in China

The top 5 museums

which accounted for 84. 9% of all preserved specimens

China)

59 families 254 genera and 686 species. In the past 40

the number of mammal specimens in Chinese museums has increased rapidly. According to the newly published

19 museums were investigated and a total of 166 178 mammal specimens are preserved.

are the Kunming Institute of Zoology Chi-

nese Academy of Sciences ( CAS); Institute of Zoology CAS; Sichuan Academy of Forestry Sciences; Northwest Institu—

te of Plateau Biology CAS; and China West Normal University. Among the specimens in the 19 museums

mals accounted for 91. 5% . Large—and medium-sized mammal specimens

small mam-—

especially cetaceans are relatively low. The

specimen collection and preservation of these groups should be increased in the future.
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